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2 TIM. iv. 7, 8. 


1 have fought a good fight, I have fin iſhed my 
courſe, I have kept the faith, Sc. 


W ERE I to ſearch through the whole 

of the inſpired volume, I do not 
think I ſhould meet with words that would 
better ſpeak the laſt ideas of him whoſe de- 
parture we are now to improve, than thoſe of 
my text. 


The words of the wiſe and great, are 
at all times attended to with reſpect; but 
eſpecially are we attentive to the language of 
their laſt moments, and we pay a peculiar de- 
gree of regard to what falls from their lips 
in the ſolemn and important hour of diſſolu- 
tion. The words of our text afford ſome ac- 
count of the laſt feelings of one whoſe cha- 
racter and conduct were eminently and truly 
great—In the character and conduct of the 
apoſtle, as it appeared before and after his 
converſion, we are preſented with a memora- 
ble inſtance of the riches and the power of 
redeeming grace. Once wrapt up in the pha- 


Tifaical garment of his own righteouſneſs, he 
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thought himſelfas touching the law blameleſs, 
and proved his zeal by perſecuting the ſaints: 
whilſt thus engaged the hand of redeeming 
grace arreſted him in his mad career, the 
ſpirit of God ſpoke conviction to his ſoul, 
and we behold him no more a perſecutor, 
but a zealous, preacher and defender of the 
goſpel as it is in Chriſt, No ſooner had di- 
vine grace laid hold upon his heart, than he 
began to give evident proofs of the change 
that grace. had wrought—denying himſelf, 
he took up his croſs, and through good re- 
port and evil report, in the paths of danger 
and the way to death, he follows the ſteps of 
his great Redeemer, faying, ** Yea doubtleſs, 
and I count all things but loſs for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my 
Lord: for whom I have ſuffered the.loſs of 
all things, and do count them but dung, that 
I may win Chriſt and be found in him, nat 
having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the faith 
of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God 
by faitb: That I may know him, and the 
power of his reſurrection, and the fellowſhip 
of his ſufferings, being made conformable 

untohis death.“ Phz/, iii. 8, 9, 10. 
The words Laine us, are part of an epiſtle 
io Timothy. written n after the Apoſtle had 
| been 


335 
been informed by the ſpirit that the time 
of his departure was at hand, and that he was 
about to be offered up in that cauſe he had ſo 
long and ſo nobly defended About to quit 
the buſy ſtage of action, he looks back on 
the ſcenes he had paſt, and exclaims, I 


have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my 
courſe, I have kept the faith, &c," | 
In the words of our text, two things pre- 
ſent themſelves for our attention : 
Firſt, What thoſe things were, the apo- 
ſtle remembered with ſo much pleaſure ? 
Second, What it was he looked forward to, 
with delightful expeCtation ? | 


To theſe two things we ſhall pay ſome at- 
tention, and may the ſpirit of God render 
them profitable to our ſouls. 


. Firſt, We enquire what thoſe things were 
which the apoſtle apparently recollects with 
ſo much pleaſure ? 


I have fought a good fight.” Whatever 
opinion ſome may have formed reſpecting the 
life of a chriſtian, we find from the word of 
God that it is by no means a ſtate of caſe, indo- 
lence or inactivity; it calls for conſtant watch- 
fulneſs, unceaſing diligence, and continued 
exertions made in the ſtrength of Chriſt Jeſus, 
The author of my text well knew that the 
chriſtian ſoldier had many enemies to encoun- 


ter, and many fatigues to bear, and therefore 
| A 3 he 
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| he exhorts Timothy, Endure n as 

| a good ſoldier.” 
| The followers of Chriſt have ever like their 
maſter, been deſpiſed, perſecuted, hated, and 
; rejected of men; but bleſſed be a covenant 
0 God in Chriſt Jeſus, faith in his name has 
| been and ever ſhall be their ſupport, bring- 
| ing them through and making them at laſt 
| more than conquerors over all. I will leave 
| in the midſt of thee a poor and an afflicted 
| people, and they ſhall truſt in the name of the 
Lord.” Zepb. iii. 12. Having therefore ſuch 
a ſupport, the apoſtle exhorts to fight the good 
fight of faith, to ſtand in the evil day, and to 
hold faſt our confidence to the end. 
Amongſt the numerous foes the chriſtian aas 
| to encounter, we may name as the chief and 3 
principal ones, Satan, the world, and his own 
heart, each of which . affords him ſufficient 
cauſe for watchfulneſs and prayer, that he : 
th be not ſurpriſed or wounded by them. ' 
SATAN, this is one and indeed the leader a- 
| mongſt the enemies of the chriſtian, and he is | 
one whoſe bitter hatred of Chriſt, and whoſe 
numerous devices to harraſs the followers of 4 
| Chriſt, the chriſtian cannot be ignorant of— 
What multiplied artifices and various machi- 
| nations does the devil make uſe of to diſ- 
|  treſs the chriſtian How will he at one 
time, endeavour to lull the ſoul into pre- 
| ſump- 
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preſumption or carnal ſecurity ? -at another, 
how will he endeavour to fill it with trou- 
ble, terror and diſmay? how many hard 
thoughts of God and his dealings will he ſug- 
geſt to the mind ? how many God diſhonoure 
ing projects does he labour to put into our 
heads? and we have too much reaſon to com- 
plain of his ſucceſs. Now, if the child of 
God would wiſh to enjoy much of his Fa- 
ther's preſence, much nearneſs to and com- 
munion with God, he muſt be much in com- 
bat with this enemy. And here for his en- 
couragement, the chriſtian may remember 
the devil is already a conquered foe, his dear 
Redeemer has obtained a victory over him in 
the day when he ſpoiled principalities and 
powers triumphing over them. Col. ii. 15. 

Of this the chriſtian may reſt aſſured, Sa- 
tan is at beſt but a cowardly foe, like the dog 
that yelps at the heels of the paſſenger ; if the 
man does but turn, immediately he flies : ſo if 
the chriſtian does but begin in the ſtrength 
of Chriſt to combat his foe, he ſhall ſoon put 
him to flight, James iv. vii. 

The Wok ls is another enemy with which 
the chriſtian has alſo to engage, and this is 
an enemy that finds him not alittle to do:— 
The men of the world they fight againſt the 

children 
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children of God, and prove by their oppoſi-- 


tion the native enmity of their hearts—While 


a man is in a ſtate of nature, the world will 


not diſturb him; for like, will love its like— 


but no ſooner is a man made to feel the re- 


generating influences of the ſpirit of God, 


no ſooner is he brought to ſet his face Zion- 


wards, than immediately the world begins to 


take up arms againſt him. How often do 


Chriſt's dear ſoldiers find this hatred and op- 
polition, riſe up even amongſt thoſe who af- 
ter the fleſh are near and dear to them— 
The men of the world hate holineſs in all 
its appearances, and being under the govern. 
ment of that carnal mind, which is enmity 
apainſt God, they will perſecute and diſtreſs 


his people wherever they find them. 80 


alſo the chriſtian has to fight with the delu- 


ſions and temptations of the world, which the 
great enemy of ſouls is conſtantly laying in 


his way as ſnares for his feet—After theſe va- 


nities, deluſive as they are, the chriſtian too 


often finds his affections going forth, and he 


has reaſon to cry with David, My foul 
breaketh for the longing that it hath unto 


— 


thy judgments at all times.” P/alm cxix. 20. 
Now, in order to our walking honourably 
and comfortably in Chriſt's way, we muſt be 


daily 


L l 
dally fighting with the world by faith on 
Cnriſt; having our eye to him directed, and 
our prayer to him poured out, that he would 


be pleaſed not to take us out of the world, 
but keep us from its evil. 


As the laſt, but not the leaſt enemy the 
chriſtian has to encounter, we name his own 
HEART—againſt this enemy it becomes us to 
be ever upon our guard; for, ſaith Jeremiah, 
The heart 1s deceitful above all things and 
deſperately wicked, who can know it?” 

One particular excellency in the miniſtry 
of our departed friend was, that he frequent- 
ly and ably opened the corruption and depra- 
vity of the human heart, and as often ſum- 
moned the chriſtian to his watch tower againſt 


ſelf. 


A warfare with the inward luſts and cor- 
ruptions of our own hearts, is what we ought 
ever to maintain and carry on with vigour; 
aſſuring ourſelves of this, that we are never 
more in danger, than when we think well 
of, or truſt to, our own hearts. 


„ have fought the good fight,” ſaith the 
apoſtle; that is, I have Chriſt ſtrengthening 
me, maintained a warfare, a ſpiritual combat 
with the luſts and corruptions of my own 
heart, This is a warfare in which every chri- 

a ſtian 


[wo ] 
ſtian is more or leſs engaged; and it is de 
ſcribed at large by the apoſtle in the 9th. 
chapter of Romans from verſe 18, to the end 
of the chapter. From hence then it appears, 
that no ſooner does a man enliſt under the 
banner of King Jeſus, than he immediately 
becomes a fighting man. —Now, Sirs, ſhall I. 
alk, is this the caſe withus? Are weengagedin 
this warfare, or are we at peace with our ene- 
mies and in league with them? Are we ſeek- 
ing ſtrength fromChriſt to reſiſt the temptations 
of the enemy? or are we admitting him and 
his laws to bear rule in our hearts? Are we 
combating the world, its deluſions and temp- 
tations, taking up our croſs and follow ing 
Chriſt? Or, are we yielding to the temptations, 
adopting the cuſtoms, and ſeeking the things 
of this world? Do we find any thing of this 
ſpiritual warfare carrying on within our bo- 
ſoms? This will be the caſe where a regene- 
rating influence has taken place, for in that 
ſoul the fleſh will luſt againſt the ſpirit, and 
the ſpirit againſt the fleſh. ** Examine your- 
ſelves, whether ye be in the faith ; prove your 
ownſelves. Know you not your ownlſelves, 
bow that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye 
be re probates. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 


The | 
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«© The good fight.” The apoſtle here gives 
a character to the conteſt in which the chri- 
ſtian is engaged, his fight 1s a good fight. 
t is a good cauſe.” The chriſtian fights 
not his own battles, but the battles of the 
Lord; and bleſſed be his name the Lord has 
promiſed to be with him. We often ſay, re- 
ſpecting men, that they will ſoon be put to 
flight, becauſe they are engaged in a bad 
cauſe, and that puts fear into their hearts. 
Nov the chriſtian i is fighting in a good cauſe, 
and this makes him bold in the face of all his 
enemies. Solomon tells us The wicked flee 
when no man purſueth, but the righteous” 

are bold as a lion.“ Prov. xxviii. I. 
nion to Chriſt opens a man's eyes to ſee 
the excellency of the goſpel fight, and gives 
him all boldneſs therein, as we ſee in the 
| Caſe of Peter and John; Now when they» 
(the rulers) ſaw the boldneſs of Peter and 
John, and ſaw they were unlearned men, 
they marvelled and took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jeſus.” Are you 
and I foldiers of Chriſt, led out by our union 
with him? God enable us to prove it, ſo to 
be by our. boldneſs—** the people that do 
know their God, ſhall be m—_— and do great 
exploits,” Dan. xi. 32. 
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We have good arms and armour.” This 
alſo makes the chriſtian conteſt to be a good 
fight; we have theſe largely deſcribed by the 
apoſtle in his epiſtle to the Epheſians vi. 1m. 
Put on, ſaith the apoſtle, the whole armour 
of God,“ a part of it will not dv; we muſt 
have the whole, and not only have it, but put 
it on.“ It is only a whole Chriſt apprehended 
by faith, that will enable the chriſtian to 
ſtand in the evil day, and having done all to 
ſtand—remember it is the whole armour of 
God, Chriſt unmixed with any thing elſe— 
i; is hot a linſey woolſey garment, part Chriſt 
and/part ſelf, that will do; it muſt be Chriſt 
alone and altogether, for in him ſhall the 
ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſurely his peo- 
ple ſhall ſa, in the Lord Jehovah, we have 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength.” 

Our loins are to be girt about with truth, 
the truth as it is in Jeſus; this only can ſet the 
ſoul free and enable it to the ſpiritual warfare. 
The breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs is another 
part of the chriſtian armour, and without this 
we can do nothing: no ſoul can maintain the 
ſpiritual warfare that is not ſtripped of ſelf, 
and only deſires to have on him and before 
him, nothing but Chriſt and his righteouſ- 
neſs ; nor muſt we forget that glorious ſhield, 
TE OT the 
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the ſhield of faith, with which we are won⸗ 

derouſly enabled to quench the fiery darts of 

the wicked one. Bleſſed be our God, there 2 
are thouſands now in glory, and there are 
thouſands now on earth, that have felt and 
witneſſed the glorious utility of this ſhield. 
If you would know what faith can do for the 
chriſtian, read over the 11th, Chapter of the 
Hebrews, and you will there ſee what wonderg 
have been wrought by the exerciſes of faith 
in the ſoul. 

The helmet of ſalvation alſo muſt not be 
forgotten, this is at once an ornament and 
a defence of the chriſtian ſoldier, when by 
faith he is enabled to put it on, 

Once more we may add, the chriſtian has 
for his ſtrengthening and defence the wea- 
pons of all prayer, and this is a powerful 

weapon indeed; it has made hell tremble 
even to its foundation—Oh, my chriſtian 
friends, be much in the uſe of this weapon, 
you cannot conceive its utility ; with it, Da- 
niel ſtopped the lions mouths, and it brought 
down an angel to let Peter out of priſon.— 
You never alarm the devil more than when 
you take up the ſhield of faith and the wea- 
pons of all-prayer—Surely then, chriſtian, 
thou wilt not neglect theſe weapons | God 
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grant that we may be found in the uſe of 
them, more and more. 

A good captain.” A good captain alſo 
makes the chriſtian conteſt a good fight—Oh! 
how does it animate ſoldiers to have a good 
general lead them out to the battle, Now 
this the cbriſtian has, for ſaith Solomon, 
the Lord himſelf is with us for a captain.“ 
2 Chron. xiii. 12. Bleſſed be the great cap- 
tain of ſalvation, he animates his ſoldiers by 
his preſence, going before them in the way: 
The breaker is gon: up before them, they 
have broken up and have paſſed through the 
gate and are gone out by it; their king ſhall 
paſs before them, and the Lord at the head * 
them.” Micha ii. 13. 

« ** T have finiſhed my courſe,” Here you 
_ andI are to learn that the chriſtian's way is a 
courſe marked out, and his work is an allot- 
ment given him by his maſter—The apoſtle 
here perhaps alluded to a particular ſpecies of 
exerciſe known in his day among the con- 
tenders in Olympic games, where a certain 
prize was conteſted by running in a certain 
courle, bounded and mirked out: Thoſe who 
conteſted i in this exerciſe were under an obli- 
gation to keep within certain bounds; ſo has 
the chriſtian a way in which he muſt keep, if 
he 


he will obtain the crown. I, faith Chriſt, 
am the way, the eruth, and the life.” Thoſe” 
who run in the courſe, gave in their names: 
to a certain officer ; fo does the chriſtian give 
up himſelf, and fubſcribe his name to the 
God of Jacob : Thoſe who ran, frequently 
anointed themſelves with oil : ſo the chri- 
ſtian runs his race, making conſtant appli- 
cations to Chriſt for freſh ſupplies of grace 
to enable him to hold on and to holy out to 
the end. We read in ſome prophane writers, 
of a race in which one of the competitors 
threw out certain toys, which the other ſtop- 
ping to pick up, loſt the race. Now, is not 
this the way the devil does by the chriſtian 
racers? he does not care what you and [ 
purſue, if we do not purſue Chriſt. May 
| Cod enable you and I to lay aſide every 
weight, and to peſs forward in our chriſtian 
courſe. | 14 7 
I have ke't the faith, This, as-the 
apoſtle had ſaid, is what has enabled me to 
hold on hitherto—l have been kept up only 
by faith, upon a precious and invaluable 
Redeemer.—Faith on Chriſt, chriſtian, is 
that alone which can ſupport thy ſoul ; be 
concerned then to look much to Chriſt, keep 
cloſe to Chriſt and be daily drawing ſupplies 
„ | trom 
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from Chriſt, out of whoſe fulneſs his people 


receive, and grace for grace: There is no- 
thing you and I ought to dread more than 
unbelief. All things, faith our Lord, are 
poſſible to him that beHeveth ; '? and this the 
devil well knows, and therefore he wiſhes 


for nothing more than if poſſible to ſhake 


our faith. Labour much then, my fellow 
chriſtian, to lay hold of and keep Chriſt 
with you by faith, let faith's eye be directed 
to the Redeemer in every trying time, ever 
remembering thoſe exceeding great and pre- 
cipus promiſes that are yea, and amen, in 
him; For faithful is he who hath cal ed 
you, he will doit.” 1 75% v24. And fur- 
ther, ſaith the apoſtle, ** Of this one thing 
Iam confident, that he who hath begun a 
good work in you, will perform it unto the 
day of Chriſt, Phil. i. 4. This may ſuffice as 
to the firſt part of our ſubject, what thoſe 
things were which the apoſtle recolleted _ 
with pleaſure, and we now paſs on to conſider | 
Secondly;> Thoſe things to which he look- 
ed forward with delightful expectation. And 
now there is laid up far me a crown of glory 


which God the righteous Judge, ſhall give 


me; and not me only, but all thoſe whe | 
love his appearing.” 


The 


UL 1 
Th he apoſtle here looks ſorward to the day 
when God's ſuffering people ſhould become 
erowned kings. St. John deſcribes the ſong 
of the redeemed to be, Now unto bim who 
hath loved us, and waſhed us from fin in his 


blood and hath made us kings and prieſts 
unto God.“ Rev, i. 5. 


«A Crown.” Thi implies exaltation and 
grandeur, and lifts up . thoughts to that ſtate 
of glorious grandeur to which the chriſtian 
ſhall be e'er long exalted. Here he is a man of 
ſufferings and ſorrows, here his eſtate is a mean 
and deſpiſed one ; but then, his ſorrows ſhall 
have an end and he ſhall be. exalted to. a 

hrone.— Now, ſays the apoſtle, i it does not 
appear what we ſhall be; but this we know, 
that when Chriſt who is our head, ſhall ap- 
pear, 'we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee 
him as he is.” There were doubtleſs many 
who thought the ſtation of Dives ſuperior 
far to that of Lazarus, but view the ſequel : 
the poor man died and was carried by angels 
into Abraham's boſom ; the rich man died, 
and in hell he lift up his eyes in torment, 
My fellow chriſtians, let the thoughts of this 
exaltation that await you, ſupport your 


fouls; for faith your maſter, ** Where I am 
ye ſhall be alſo.” 


=. Polirfions 
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Poſſeſſions alſo are annexed to a crown, 
and the nature of the chriſtian's poſſeſſions . 
are held up by a crown of righteouſneſs : 
David had a believing view of thoſe boſſeſſi- 
ons when he ſaid ** In thy prefence there is 
fulneſs of joy, and at thv right hand there 
are pleaſures for evermore;“ and to theſe, 
Paul looked forward when he ſaid, I have 
a deſire to depart and be with Chriſt, which 
is far better. 

« A crown of righteouſneſs.” It only can 
be had and obtained by thoſe who by the ſpi- 
_ Tit of God, are made partakers of the righte- 


_ ouſneſs of Chrifl Jeſus. —The man who is 
brought to wear this crown in heaven's ex- 


alted ſtate, muſt firſt have been brought to 
ſeek it with humility at mercy's door. Is 
this our caſe? are we poſſeſſors of this righte- 
ouſneſs ?—other portions may do for time ; 
but only this will do for eternity. Have you 
been brought to ſee the nothingneſs of your 
own, and the excellency of Chriſt's righte- 
_ + ouſneſs, and ſay with the apoſtle, I deſire 
to win Chriſt and to be found in him?” Hap- 
-py the man, happy the woman who is thus 
brought to hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs; for, faith Chrift, '** ſuch ſhall be filled, 


they 
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they ſhall be filled with grace in time, and 
poſſeſs the fulneſs of glory in eternity.” _ 

** Which God the righteous judge ſhall give . 
me.” Obſerve here, how cloſe the apoſtle. 
keeps to the doctrines he had conſtantly 
inculcated; he looks for his reward, not as of 
debt, but of grace. After his former enu- 
meration of fighting, the fight finiſhes the 
courſe, and keeping the faith, we do not ſee 
any thing that looks like a claim he owns 
the whole to be the free, unmerited gift of 
God : Paul was not aſhamed to own himſelf 
a debtor for all he had and al! he hoped: 1 
am (as if he had ſaid altogether) an unprofita- 
ble ſervant, I have deſerved nothing at the 


hands of my God, but condemnation; and 


if I receive this crown, I look for and expect 
it only as coming through the blood of Chriſt, 
I await it as that inheritance his grace has 
made ſure to his people. Such as this, is the 
language of every new born ſoul, each will 
ſay, unto me, Not unto me, but to the free 
grace of Chriſt be all the honour and glory.” 

It is ſuch a view of falvation as this that 


_ renders Chriſt precious to the believing ſoul ; 


becauſe he brings all his bleſſings without 


money and without price. With what plea. 


ſure have ſome of us heard our departed friend 
| C2 treat 
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treat upon the excellency of a free grace fal- 
vation, whilſt his honeſt heart glowed with 
ftrog affection to that precious Redeemer, 
who when his choſen people had nothing to 
pay, frankly forgav- them all. 

Aft that Day.” What day? the day when 
our dear Emanuel ſha!l come in the glory of 


his Father and of his holy angels The day 


when he will come to pour out his vengeance 
upon his enemies, when he will gloriouſly 
own his deſpiſed followers, when he ſhall 
come to be admired by his ſaints, and glori- 
fied in all them that believe. Oh! ray fel- 
low immortals, what an awful day will that 
be to ſinners] when the judge ſhall ſay, 
«« Bring out theſe men that would not have 
me to reign ov.r them, and bind them before 
me, and caſt them into outer darkneſs, where 
there 1s weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing 
of teeth.“ But on the other hand, what a 
joyful day will this be to the chriſtian when 
his dear Lord ſhall come to put the crown up- 
on his head and publickly acknowledge him 
for his own !—Rejoice, chriſtian, the day is 
faſt approaching ; the day that ſhall end thy 
ſufferings and commence 6 4 triumph the 
viſion i is but for an appointed time, wait for 
it. | 
« And. 


N 


1 
And not to me only.” How careful was 
the apoſtle to check each riſing fear that 
might poſſeſs the breaſts of the weaker ones 
among God s dear children—Some might 
have ſaid, Yes, to an apoſtle, to ſuch a one as 
Pau], this may be given, but as to me, how 
will it ſtand? ſhall I have a crown? I am 
but a poer trembling one, I have many doubts, 
many fears, many ſorrows, and ſhall this be 
my lot alſo? is there indeed a crown for me? 
Oh ves, ſays the apoſtle, even for thee, for 
the pooreſt, weakeſt, meaneſt of Chriſt's fol- 
lowers, each ſhall have a portion in his crown 
of righteouſneſs; it is to all that love his ap- 
pearing, all who have their hearts affectioned 
to him.” What ſayeſt thou now, trembling 
foul, methinks I hear thee ſay, Though I 
have had many fears, many wanderings, many 
doubts yet I truſt I do love Chriſt, I truſt 
he is in 25 meaſure precious to me, and 
there are ſeaſons when I do ſeem to feel ſome 
faint longings after him. Cheer up then, 
ſays St. Paul, be of good courage ; there is 
a crown ſor thee, a crown of righteouſneſs 
which God the righteous Judge will give 
thee.” 
Well, ſinner, and what doſt thou think of 
fi aleing the good fight? what doſt thou think 
| of 
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of enliſting under Chriſt's banner Þ remem- 
ber there is no other way to wear the crown, 
you are either fighting under Chriſt, or you 
are fighting againſt Chriſt; on which ſide 
then are you? examine yourſelves.— My dear 
fellow immortals, may God open your eyes, 
make you ſharers in his grace, bring you to 


fight the good fight in time, and wear the 


crown in eternity. 


And now, chriſtian, a word to thee, thou 
art the inheritor of a crown, be careful to re. 
member the grace that made the inheritance 
thine—think, much on thy dear Redeemer, 
live much upon him by ſaith, cleave cloſe to 
him, and inall thy trials remember the crown 
that awaits thee, which God the righteous 
judge ſhall give—the language is poſitive, 
may God enable you and me to live upon it 
to our comfort. 

It will be probably expected, before I cloſe, 
that I ſhould ſay ſomewhat reſpecting our 
honoured friend, the late Rev. John Ber- 
ridge, one of whom it might be truly ſaid he 
was a bright and ſhining light: In the ear- 
lieſt part of his life he received ſe. ious im- 
preſſions, and at an age when other boys are 
purſuing their accuſtomed amuſements, he 
would frequently call Es aſſociates together 

to 


1 

to the reading of God's word and prayer 
his father had originally deſigned him for 
an agricultural life; but his early ſeriouſneſs 
and attachment to ſtudy induced him to alter 

his determination, and ſend him to the uni- 
verſity his father at this time an unconverted 
man made, reſpecting his ſon an obſervation 
which was afterwards literaly fulfilled: being 
aſked by a friend what was become of his ſon, 
he anſwered, **I have ſent him to the univerſi- 
ty, that he may be a light to lighten the gen- 
tiles,” a prediction that has been verified to 
the joy of many. His regularity and ſeriouſ- 
neſs at the univerſity gained him the friend- 
ſhip of ſome, the enmity of many—at this 
time and for fome years after, his views were 
not quite clear as to a free grace ſalvation, as 
it excludes every title of human ability.— 
His aſſiduity upon the ſpot to him allotted, 


and its ſurrounding neighbour 100d;foon drew 
upon him the enmity of thoſe, who like the 
drones, eat the honey, whilſt they forbear 
the labor of the hive; and their reſentment 
ended in an application to the biſhop, before 
whom Mr Berridge was cited, and with ſuch 
noble honeſty did he defend his conduct, that 
his lordſhip” treated him with reſpect, and 
diſmiſſed him with honour. 


One 
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One thing muſt not be omitted, whilſt with 
the biſhop, Mr Berridge obſerved, that he 
thought preaching on a week day in a barn, 
a leſs crime than attending a cock fight at an 
ale-houſe, a practice which he' informed his 
Lordſhip. was common . amongſt his accu- 
ſers, —He laboured for many years with ear- 
neſtneſs, though not with utility, which 
much diſcouraged him; he made it matter 
of carneſt prayer to God, the Lord was plea- 
ſed to open his eyes, he ſaw he had reſted too 
much on human power, By grace ye are ſa- 
ved,” was impreſt upon his mind: he went 
to the pulpit, and with honeſt ſimplicity told 
the people he had hitherto deceived both 
them and himſelf; but God aſſiſting him, he 
would do ſo no longer, and immediately he 
commenced amongſt them that ſtrain of 
preaching for which he was ſo long and ſfo' 
juſtly admired; and I would here only add, 
that under the above diſcourſe, he received 
ſeveral valuable ſeals to his miniſtry. 

I cannot forbear ſaying ſomething here, as 
to the manner of his preaching; though a man 
whoſe abilities would have appeared to ad- 
vantage in the moſt refined auditories, he 


choſe rather to render himſelf uſeful to the 


more inferior ranks of men—Though in 
piety 


55 ( 25 ] 
celled by none, and in literary accompliſh 
ments equalled by few: his humility, perhaps 
has not been parallelled by any. 

This can be teſtified by the neighbourhood 
in which he dwelt, where kis kindneſs and 
condeſcenſion ever to the meaneſtfituation and 
the weakeſt capacity, will ever be remember- 
ed with gratitude and pleaſure—With reſpect 
to his natural temper, perhaps, but few ex- 
celled or even equalled him in the manage- 
ment of it, and the conſtantly preſerving that 
pleaſing ſweetneſs which rendered him uni- 
verſally agreeable to all who knew him As 
an inſtance of this kind ſuffer me to mention 
the following anecdote; going once toattend 
a viſitation, he was joined by a ſtranger, who 
was alſo a clergyman: after ſome converſation 
the ſtranger aſked Mr. B. if he knew one 
Berridge in thoſe parts, of whom he had 
heardwas a very troubleſom good for nothing 
fellow? Ves, rejoined Mr. B.I know him, 
and doaſſure you thar whatever you may have 
heard, one half of his wickedneſs has not 
been told you.” The ſtranger expreſt his 
ſurprize, and requeſted Mr. B, to point out 
the wan to him, when they.arrived at the 
church, which he promiſed to do; and the 
cenverſation took a more general turn. On 


v D | | their g 
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their arrival, the ſtranger reminded him of 
his promiſe. «My dear fir, ſaid he, I am John 
Berridge.” s it poſſiblel ſaid the aſtogiſhed 
ſtranger, and can you forgive me ? will you 
honour me with your acquaintance? will; ou 
admit me to your houſe ?” *« Yes, ſaid the 
good old man, and to my heart. —He had 
been for ſome years paſt in the conſtant ha- 
bit of preaching twice every day, except ſa- 
t..rday either in his own church or in ſome 
neighbouring place licenced and ſupported 
entirely t his own expence—He was in an 
eſpecial manner favoured with nearneſs to 
and communi. n with his God, as the fol- 
lowing fact I can give from good authority, 
will fully teſtify—A friend, who paid him 
a viſit atter his ſight was very much impared, 
aſked if now he was deprived of his hooks, he 
did not find his hours rather gloomy ? No, ſaid 
he, bleſſed be my God, I can yet read a little 
though but a little; when J rife in the morn- 
ing, I go tomy Maſter and tell him what I 
(all want for the day: I then read as long as 
I can; and afterwards | talk to my Maſter the 
reſt of the morning, and then my maiier talks 
to me the reſt of the day, and how ſhould I 


be gloomy ? 


Of his reception with the chriſtian world 


| nced ſay nothing, it Was ſpoke more * 
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by the numerous congregations that at all 
times crouded round him and hung upon 
his words with pleaſure. 

On Tuesday, the day of his death, in the 
afternoon, he was ſtruck with the loſs of 
part of his bodily members, and almoſt with 
the loſs of 3 | | 

A friend who was with him ſaid, „ Sir 


you have fought the good fight, you have 
finiſhed your courſe.” ** Yes, aid he, bleſſed 


be his name.” * Ere long, ſaid his friend, 
you ſhall go up on high,” © Higher, Higher, 
ſaid he, and he fell aſleep in Jeſus. 

May we not ſay, Behold the perfect man, 


and mark the upright, for the end of that 
man is peace. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, 


and God the Holy Ghoſt be all honour 
and glory henceforth for ever, Amen. 


P 


E 
To Lady MARGARET IN GHAM. 


Madam, 


On Thurſday laſt I received a bill 
value £15, conveyed by the Rev. Mr Ro- 
maine, but preſented by your Ladyſhip—lt i is 
now converted into cloaths, for the uſe of 
lay preachers, for which donation I ſend you 
my hearty thanks—the Lord has promiſed to 
return it an hundred fold into your boſom, 
I believe you can truſt him.—l wiſh you had 
ſent with vour bill a few minutes of your 
life of faith, you might have inſtructed me 
while you are cloathing others ; for indeed, 
I am one of thoſe ſtrange folks who ſet up 
for journey-men, withent knowing their 
maſter's buſineſs; and offer many precious 
wares to ſale, without underſtanding their full 
value I have got to market for a moſt ex- 
traordinary perſon, whom I am ſuppoſed to 
be well acquainted with, becauſe he employs 
me as a riding pedler to ſerve near forty ſhops 
in the country, beſides my own Pariſh ; yet 
I know much beſt of my maſter than I do of 

: his 
8 
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his wares; often is my tongue deſcribing him 
as the faireſt of men, while my heart is paint- 
ing him as the witch of Endor; and many 
big words have I ſpoke to his credit, yea, I 
am frequently beſeeching people to truſt him 
with their all, while my heart has been afraid 
to truſt him with a groat—ncither, madam, 
is this all, for ſuch a profound ignoramous 
am 1, that I know nothing of myſelf as [ 
ought to know, having frequently miſtaken 
rank pride for deep humility, and the work 
of ſelf love for the love of Jeſus. When my 
maſter firſt hired me into his ſervice, he kept 
a brave table, and was wondrous free of his 
liquors—ſcarce a day paſt without roaſt meat 
and claret; then my heart ſaid, Oh! I loved 
Jeſus !and was ready to boaſt of it too; but 
at length he ordered his table to be ſpread 


with only bread from above, and water out 


of the rock ; this my ſaucy ſtomach could not 
brook, my heart thought it priſoners fare, 


and my tongue called it light food ; now my 
love for Jeſus diſappeared, I found I had only 
been ſollowing him for his loaves and fiſhes, 
and that like a true Paraſite, loved his cellar 
and his larder better than his perſon: Pre- 
ſently after, my maſter caught me in a very 
dirty trick which diſcovered the high pride 
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und amazing impudence of my heart—hither- 


to ] had been kept a ſtranger to the livery my 
maſter gives his ſervants, only I knew he 
had many rarities ſuch as diamonds and pearls 
in plenty, to diſpoſe of. Accordingly I had 
begged of him a necklace an earring a noſe- 
bob and many other pretty things which he 
readily parted with, being of a very generous 
and noble nature; and will it not ſurpriſe you 
to hear that i had the vanity to fix theſe or- 
naments on my own filthy rags, intending 
thereby to make a brave ſuit to appear in at 
court—well to be ſure! 

One day as I was buſy mending my rags 
and putting on my pearls, in comes my maſter 
and giving me a ſudden gripe that went to my 
heart, he ſaid in an angry tone, Varlet, fol- 


low me”—]l aroſe and followed trembling, 


whilſt he had me to the houſe of correction, 
where having ſet my feet in the ſtocks and 
ſtripped me of my ornaments, he then took 
up his nine-tail rod and laid upon me ſtoutly 
I roared for mercy ; but he declared he 


| ſhould not lay his rod aſide till he had ſcourg- 


ed every rag off my back, and i deèd he was 
as good as his word ; then think how con- 


founded I muſt be to ſtand before him naked, 


eſpecially now when I firſt ſaw myſelf 2 
: a Zip- | 
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Eipporeh i in a Et iopian {k n, which the rags 


had concealed before from me: for a while 
kept on my legs, yet being filled with ſhame, 


fell at length (being almoſt choaked with 
the duſt and ſtench that came out in beating 
off the rags) at my maſter's feet, immediately 
the rod dropt from his hand, his countenance 
ſoftened, and with a ſweet voice bid me look 
up l did fo, and got a freſh ſight of his prin- 
cely robe, the garment of ſalvation. O! 


madam, it was à lovely ſight, a charming 


robe reaching from his ſhoulders down to the 
feet, well adapted for covering and defence, 
yet excellent :or beauty too Here prodigal 
Jack, he ſaid witha ſmile, put this robe on 


thy back and then thou mayſt come to court 
and ſhame an angel, it was wrought with my 


own hand and dyed with my blood —wear 
it, and remember me.“ I thanked him, and 
bowed and must tell you, madam, tho (1 
don't aſk you to be a confident) when my 
maſter opened his robe he gave me a hearty 
glance of his perſon, it was ſo divincly ſweet 
and glorious, and withall ſo condeſcendingly 
humane, that I fell in love withhim: and now 
would you think it of me, an old fool, as [ 
am, near 50 Years of age, and as ſwarthy as 
'A negro, nothing would content me þut a 


wede 
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wedding —1 have frequently propoſed the 
match to my maſter, who ſometimes only 
gives me a ſmile, and ſometimes replies, when 
I can forſake all others, then he'II take me. 
The other day when I aſk'd him when he 
would take me to his boſom ? he anſwered, 

when I could lay at his feet: and then he 
alſo promiſed to ſet open his cellar and lar- 
der and keep them open. Thus I am re- 
moved out of the-boo' of Proverbs into the 
book of Canticles ; but am got no farther 
than the firſt chapter, ver. 2. Let him kiſs 


me with the kiſſes of his mouth :* and now 
I ſeem to want nothing elſe but a cloſer 


union with the dear Redeemer ; but the 
world at times, diverts my attention from 
the chief object ; but my ſoul is ever pin- 
ing after him, yea, my heart and my fleſh 
cry out for the living God, O come quick- 
ly. May the Lord daily ſtrengthen your 
union and communion, w, th the FRnce of. 


peace. 


Vours. &c . 
JOHN BERRIDGE 
=D 
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